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Crisis of a house divided?

Briefly, Harry V.Jaffa examines
Lincoln’s early thought,
especially as expressed in the
Lyceum and Temperance
addresses, and finds therein a
depth and duality not
previously appreciated. In
expounding Lincoln’s
arguments in the famous
debates, he properly

emphasizes Lincoln’s devotion
to the principle of equality.
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Crisis of a house divided?

e Jaffa has responded to both by arguing that
the case for constitutional government cannot
be understood or sustained without affirming
the truths set forth in the preamble to the
Declaration. The only alternative, he contends
with eloquence and at times passionate

intensity, is tyranny, whether of the few or the
many.



Crisis of a house divided?

* Douglas, proclaiming his doctrine of popular
sovereignty, is in a sense the perfect embodiment
of that principle of self-government which Lincoln
immortalized in the final phrases of his
Gettysburg Address. But Lincoln, as Professor
Jaffa points out, conceived of American
democracy as something more than government
of the people, by the people, and for the people.
"It was government of, by, and for a people
dedicated to a certain proposition." There, it

seems, was the fundamental difference between
the two men.




The American Civil War, April 12, 1861-
April 9, 1865
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Casualties of the American civil war

* Approximately 620,000 soldiers died from
combat, accident, starvation, and disease during
the Civil War. This number comes from an 1889
study of the war performed by William F. Fox and
Thomas Leonard Livermore. Both men fought for
the Union. Their estimate is derived from an
exhaustive study of the combat and casualty
records generated by the armies over five years

of fighting. A recent study puts the number of
dead as high as 850,000.



Civil War Casualties in
Comparison to other wars
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If US polarization brings about civil war
today?
* fnhdnmengluasnsunanalaunauiudndaulszainsalinu
Fanmdu 2 %
* luanigednifoeilsrainsilaqiiu axiiaunianenadn 6,000,000
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Is polarizationin the US a unique phenomenon
or a sign of the times?

e Levi Boxell, Matthew Gentzkow, and Jesse
Shapiro (June, 2020) built the closest thing to a
usable data set. Using survey results, they
construct a measure of polarization that permits
comparison across the US, Canada, Britain,
Germany, Australia, New Zealand, Norway,
Sweden, and Switzerland over the past four
decades. What they found is striking: In five of
those countries, polarization actually declined in
recent decades. In no country did it rise as quickly
as in the US.
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Levi Boxell, Matthew Gentzkow, and
Jesse Shapiro (June, 2020)

We measure trends in affective polarization in nine
OECD countries over the past four decades. The US
experienced the largest increase in polarization over
this period. Three countries experienced a smaller
increase in polarization. Five countries experienced a
decrease in polarization. These findings are most
consistent with explanations of polarization based on
changes that are more distinctive to the US (e.g.,
changing party composition, growing racial divisions,
the emergence of partisan cable news), and less
consistent with explanations based on changes that are

more universal (e.g., the emergence of the internet,
rising economic inequality).



Levi Boxell, Matthew Gentzkow, and
Jesse Shapiro (June, 2020)

Party polarization is not uniformly increasing in
Western democracies. In a number of countries, it’s
actually decreasing. That is to say, there’s nothing
inevitable about rising party polarization in this era.
That allows us to reject a couple possible explanations.

One theory this lets us reject is that polarization is a
byproduct of internet penetration or digital media
usage. Internet usage has risen fastest in countries with
falling polarization, and much of the run-up in US
polarization predates digital media and is concentrated
among older populations with more analogue news
habits.



Levi Boxell, Matthew Gentzkow, and
Jesse Shapiro (June, 2020)

 The researchers also test measures of migration,
trade, and income inequality, and find that none
of them track international trends in polarization.

* There is some evidence that rising ethnic diversity
correlates with polarization. The study’s authors
note that “the increase in the non-white share
has been twice as large in countries with rising
affective polarization as in those with falling
affective polarization.”



Levi Boxell, Matthew Gentzkow, and
Jesse Shapiro (June, 2020)

To correct for the fact that some of the countries in the
data set are multi-party systems, the researchers also
ran the numbers restricting them to the top two
parties. The results didn’t change much: Canada
polarized faster, and Britain, Norway, Sweden, and
Germany de-polarized faster, but that might have been
an artifact of fewer usable surveys and restrictions that
didn’t quite fit the political systems being measured.

In the US, “the timing of the introduction of Fox News
appears roughly consistent with the acceleration of the
growth in affective polarization during the 1990s.”
Hmm.
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* John Gillis (ed.) Commemorations: the politics of

national identity. (Princeton, New Jersey: Princeton
University Press, 1994)
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+ What is the “five percent?”

-

The five percent

—_—

“Experts estimate that about 5 percent of our more
difficult conflicts become intractable: highly
destructive, never ending, and virtually impossible
to solve” (13).

Five percent conflicts are typically “immune” to
classic resolution approaches.

They are more difficult, unique, not easy to
comprehend.

“The five percent rule us. Once we are drawn in,
they take control” (13)

Fadmil apnantiu T1) -May 20, 2021



Model of intractable conflict

Model of Intractable Conflict

The Conflict
d
A

B
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Lﬁﬂmmsﬁ’mzé’q ﬂmmﬂummﬂi’mﬁﬁm%
(intractable conflict)

IN'l'R ACT ABI.E CUNFHBTS These maelstroms of grievance and mistrust can go on and on. Below is
a sample of those that have emerged since the Second World War,
Democratic Republic of the | | 3 3
Congo, multiple wars h

Somalia, civil war

Mozambique, civil war

Cyprus, Greek-Turkish conflct 0

China, Xinjiang secession e

Northern Ireland, Troubles a8 ]

India, Naxalite-Maoist insurgency [,

Myanmar, civil war

Colombia, civil war
Micdle East, Israeli-
Palestinian conflict
South Africa, apartheid

India-Pakistan, Kashmir conflict -@

lgggq%umwmuw Tl !\J197520 202%85 1995 2005 219

Having
contributed to around
3.8 million deaths, this
relatively new series of
conflicts is also one of
the bloodiest.

The Uighur
people are of Turkic

descent and are trying
to break free from
China's rule.

The
apartheid system ended
when the government
reached an agreement
with the African
National Congress.




Lessons: understanding conflict The PromTaeNeT
Reconciliation?

moments and movements (1) from
Chaiwat Satha-Anand and Olivier

Urbain (eds.) The Promise of
Reconciliation? (Routledge 2017) ™3
e

 The importance of the different methods used in
engaging conflict at different moments.

 The movement from victims into players involves a
transformation of power relations. Is it possible to
see that the use of violence and/or nonviolent actions
would influence the kinds of players the victims have
become, and this in turn, would also contribute to
engendering reconciliation?
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: ' i The Promi f

Lessons: understanding conflict Wi sl
moments and movements (2) from

Chaiwat Satha-Anand and Olivier

Urbain (eds.) The Promise of
Reconciliation? (Routledge 2017)

Examinin g Violent and Nonviolent

* How can the sovereign live with the dissenting
voices? Given the condition of the world today with
advanced communication technology, among other
things, the real question might be how can they not?

A moment of structural transformation might

emerge with a possibility for a society to try to
strengthen its institutional politics.
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The present?
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Don’t turn back time!!
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